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MORANDI, BALLA, DE CHIRICO
AND ITALIAN PAINTING 

1920-1950
Opening

Thursday, October 27, 2022 - from 6 pm

MILAN, Via Fatebenefratelli 34/36 

October 28 - December 10, 2022

Three years after the success of the London exhibition, Tornabuoni Arte presents again an exhibition 
entirely dedicated to 20th-century Italian art in its Milan location.

The show ‘Morandi, Balla, de Chirico e la Pittura Italiana 1920-1950’ - which will be open from Octo-
ber, 27 until December 10, 2022 - will showcase a series of works created by important 20th-century 
Italian masters, active in the period between the two wars, such as Morandi, de Chirico, Balla, and 
Severini.

After the intense experience of Futurism that marked the beginning of the 20th-century, the Italian ar-
tistic scenario was characterized by a historical climate of profound evolution. This change paved the 
way for a concrete return to figurative art and traditional painting. Favoring simplicity over the disorder 
left by the war, the leading figures of 20th-century Italian art declined their art in a personal and inno-
vative way, using the subjects of landscape, female figures, and still life. 
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The Milan exhibition uncoils the classic themes of fig-
uration, taking inspiration from the historic 1926 show 
‘Prima Mostra del Novecento Italiano’ (First Exhibition 
of Italian Novecento) organized at the Museo della 
Permanente in Milan. .

The pictorial evolution of the first phase of the 20th 
century is represented in this group show by artists 
who experienced this historical period as protago-
nists.

Among them, we can identify Giacomo Balla, known 
primarily as one of the founders of Futurism. Here, his 
huge figurative work ‘Luce nella Luce’ offers an insight 
to a different perspective of Balla’s stylistic language.

The show includes also works by Carlo Carrà, characterized by their luminous Versilia landscapes, 
and  by  Gino Severini with his mystical still lifes that are here exhibited as examples of a new kind of 
classicism.

The Italian painting tradition is also marked by the works of Giorgio de Chirico, here represented with 
the work ‘Il Trovatore’, - a mannequin symbolizing his metaphysical period - and still lifes and female 
figures characterized by their high quality. Two nudes of 1923 and 1930 are included in this remark-
able selection for the importance of their date and size.

Similarly, Giorgio Morandi’s chromatic research profoundly marked the scenario of Italian figurative art 
thanks to the iconic still lifes, as well as the evocative landscapes executed between the two wars.

This retrospective also offers a close look at the works of the so-called ‘Les Italiens de Paris’ - a group 
of Italian artists who frequented the cosmopolitan Paris of the 1930s, among them Filippo De Pisis, 
Mario Tozzi, Renato Paresce, and Massimo Campigli - as well as the classical figures by Mario Sironi 
and the poetic and enigmatic figures by Felice Casorati.

This wide representation of early 20th-century figuration renews Tornabuoni Arte’s interest in the 
promotion of Italian art through the exhibition of great masters - who contributed substantially to the 
development of the next artistic generation - and are still strongly capable of surprising with the lan-
guage of their time.

Info:

Tornabuoni Arte | Milan

Via Fatebenefratelli 34-36, 20121, Milan
milano@tornabuoniarte.it 
Tel. +39 02 65 54 841
www.tornabuoniart.com 

Opening hours:

Monday: 3.00 pm - 7.00 pm
Tue / Sat: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm / 3.00 pm - 7.00 pm


