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When I lived in Kabul my fighting sparrow was called Onion, and I told myself that I could grow 
up to be a poet and a great horseman (...)

Using these words, Matteo Boetti starts his third book dedicated to his father Alighiero Boetti. Fifty 
poems interwoven with contributions, texts and quotes by artists and writers who worked and collabo-
rated with Alighiero and Matteo. Accompanied by a series of unpublished pictures – each poem de-
scribes the relationship between the author and his famous father, today acknowledged as one of the 
most remarkable artists and pioneering figures of the Italian Contemporary art.

The book will be launched on Saturday, 10th of July 2021 at 6.30 pm at Tornabuoni Arte in Forte 
dei Marmi. 

In 1977, the author and his father went on a long journey to Afghanistan. At that time, Matteo Boetti 
was only seven years old and this trip was one of the most potent experiences of his life.



________________________________________________________________________

MATTEO BOETTI (Turin, 1969)
Matteo Boetti took his first steps in the art market working from 1990 to 
1992 as an assistant at Anna D’Ascanio’s gallery in Rome.

InIn October 1993, he opened the gallery called Autori Messa, a space 
that soon became one of the only points of reference in Rome for the 
young generation of artists and curators. Until June 1995, he showed 
and worked with more than 50 artists from different generations. 
Among them, well-known artists such as Ontani, Clemente, Gallo, 
Dessì, Pizzi Cannella, Arienti, Nunzio, Dellavedova, as well as young 
emerging artists exhibited in solo and group shows which significantly 
contributed to launching them into the market and the art world.contributed to launching them into the market and the art world.

In 1994, he was one of the founding members of the Archivio Alighiero 
Boetti, an institution aimed at documenting, preserving, and protecting 
his father’s oeuvre. In 1998, he became president and today he still 
holds this position.

From October 1995 to June 1996, he was curator at Anna D’Ascanio’s 
gallery.
In 2002, he opened a new exhibition space called Autori Cambi. With 
this pun and for its philosophy continues the story of Autori Messa, fol-
lowing his previous activity of consolidating the young artists he rep-
resents, creating a new context and building a place where some of the 
most interesting young contemporary art experiences of the time can 
converge.

In 2005, Autori Cambi experienced another metamorphosis, evolving 
into “Studio Matteo Boetti”, a project managing studio that focused its 
objectives on the new European scene, by creating events and exhibi- 
tions together with public and private partners. The structure worked as 
an art agency, planning and coordinating off-site projects, to carry out 
and promote site-specific productions, exportable and profitable proj-
ects for the stakeholders and professionals involved.

In 2009, Matteo Boetti decided to move to a farmhouse in Todi where - in 
addition to the activities of the El Mansur farm, already focused on horse 
breeding, equestrian trekking and the production of fine olive oil - he has 
continued to work in the art scene by organizing events and exhibitions, 
also in collaboration with the ‘Festival dei Due Mondi’ in Spoleto.

InIn 2013, together with his friend, partner and art historian Andrea Bi- 
zzarro, he opened the gallery Bibo’s Place gallery, a space aimed at com-
paring the works of established artists with younger artists by creating a 
dialectic tension and an artistic connection between different generations.

In 2014 and 2018 he produced two artist’s books, combining his poems 
with the works of numerous artists close to him, as well as various writers, 
poets and art critics.

In 2020, he opened CollAge. Collection Storage, a workshop of the arts 
designed to house works from his extensive personal collection and to 
host temporary exhibitions, book presentations, poetry readings and the-
atrical performances, encouraging a wide-ranging dialogue and cultural 
exchange.

In 2021, he wrote his third artist’s book dedicated to his father Alighiero 
Boetti and he currently is working on the fourth.

Within the narrative, Matteo Boetti’s childhood memories are intertwined with his father’s works, 
specifically the prolific series of the ‘Mappe’, born from Alighiero Boetti’s contact with Afghanistan.

It is a journey through his fondest memories what Matteo Boetti writes, as he explains in a letter ad-
dressed to his mother Annemarie Sauzeau written on this occasion, a journey that led him to discov-
er a foreign world that would stay with him for a lifetime.
Similar to a journal, the book is made of the author’s memories that are embodied by his poems, his 
texts and his interviews carried out whilst working as a gallerist and curator.

A journey into memories belonging to a past that seems distant to Matteo but is actually always by 
his side. Despite being a homage to the figure of Alighiero Boetti, the book reveals an unforeseen 
and intimate portrait of one of the most charming protagonists of Italian art as suggested by the au-
thor’s preface. ‘This third literary effort of mine is then for A e B, my father, for Boetti working and 
Alighiero making messes, enlightening and gloomy parent, stimulating and tiresome, dazzling and 
devastating, generous but impenetrable, conceptual guru, bard of thought, sorcerer of time, 
shaman of numbers, showman of riddles, poet with no effort, twin of himself ‘.


