
 

 

 
 
 

ARTE MODERNA E CONTEMPORANEA. ANTOLOGIA SCELTA 2021 

 

FLORENCE, Lungarno Benvenuto Cellini 3  

from December 7th 2020 

Monday to Friday: 9:00am – 1:00pm / 3:00pm – 7:00pm 

Saturday: 9:00am -1:00pm 

 

 

MILAN, Via Fatebenefratelli 36 

from December 12th 2020 

Monday: 3:00pm – 7:00pm 

Tuesday to Saturday: 10:00am – 1:00pm / 3:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

 

Press release 

 

Tornabuoni Arte presents Antologia 2021. Arte moderna e contemporanea, an annual appointment offering, 

as in previous years, a thorough selection of works, the result of a careful and scrupulous research carried 

out by the gallery over the course of this year. In these unique times marked by the Covid outbreak, which 

has momentarily forced museums and public galleries to close their doors, this exhibition, open from 

December in the two Italian galleries in Florence and Milan, takes on even more significance. It is a one-time 

opportunity not only for collectors but also for the wider public to visit an exhibition that traces the most 

relevant moments in art history from the early twentieth century to today, through the masterpieces by some 

of its main figures.  

 

It will be possible to visit the exhibition in Florence (Lungarno Benvenuto Cellini 3) from December 7th and a 

selection of work will be shown in Milan (Via Fatebenefratelli, 36) from December 12th 2020. 

 

Tornabuoni Arte once again establishes itself as a space dedicated not only to business but to culture as well. This is 

further proved by the accurate and thorough volume which accompanies this exhibition with an introduction by 

Sonia Zampini titled Journey to the end of shape. A valuable guide with rich photographic and textural features, a 

point of reference even from a strictly educational point of view. 

 

The exhibition begins with a first section dedicated to the figurative art of the twentieth century, starting with the 

piece Versailles, la Galleria degli Specchi (Versailles, the Hall of Mirrors), painted by Giovanni Boldini around 

1871, during his stay in Paris, and set in Versailles, one of the symbols of the Ancien Régime, whose particular 

rarefied atmosphere echoes the splendor promoted by the monarchy of Louis XIV. Then, we have an array of 

extraordinary works by masters such as Balla, Campigli, Carrà, Casorati, de Chirico, De Pisis, Guttuso, Magnelli, 

Marini, Paresce, Prampolini, Rosai, Savinio, Severini, Sironi, Soffici, Tozzi and Viani.  

 

This section simply could not have overlooked Giorgio Morandi, one of the most emblematic figures of the 

twentieth century art scene, with a 1930 Natura morta (Still life) that proves how his painting was able to redraw 



 

 

the boundaries of the physical world through the representation of humble objects, part of our daily life, celebrated 

by Morandi with solemnity.  

 

With his 1922 painting Tasse et paquet de tabac (Cup and pack of tobacco), Pablo Picasso identifies the moment of 

transition between the first and the second section of this anthology. Picasso, at the forefront of the first avant-

gardes, contributes decisively to the revolution of the pictorial figuration with a new language that questions easel 

painting itself and that “...will initially only affect the image – as Sonia Zampini writes – and later, in the relentless 

affirmation of contemporary art, will involve materials, contents and, finally, the places of art itself”. 

 

The exhibition continues with works from the end of the second World War to today and begins with a great 

Italian artist, Carla Accardi, part of this volume with a number of significant pieces, including a monumental work 

made in 1967, Senza titolo (Untitled), characterized by the use of sicofoil, whose transparency allows us to see the 

framework which becomes, along with the essential nature of the sign, a fundamental part of the visual structure. 

A section filled with significant pieces from this part of art history which witnesses a great deal of experimentation, 

as is the case for Concetto spaziale (Spacial concept) by Lucio Fontana – represented in the catalog also with other 

works – an exponent of Spatialism, a movement which distances itself even further from the classical conception of 

painting. We then have: a 1960 Combustione (Combustion) in which Alberto Burri lets matter take on a primary 

role; two large canvasses by Hans Hartung, both painted in 1962; the preparatory drawing for Running Fence, one 

of the most celebrated works by Christo and Jeanne-Claude, in which an uninterrupted fence runs over forty 

kilometers through the Californian countryside north of San Francisco, a clear example of what the Land art 

movement was.  

We also have Joan Miró and Sebastian Matta representing the surrealist movement, while the Arte Povera, 

carefully theorized by Germano Celant, is here represented by unquestionable exponents such as Boetti, Kounellis, 

Pascali, Pistoletto, Zorio. The 1986 Portrait of Bronka Weintraub leads us to the American Pop art and to Andy 

Warhol’s serial portraits. There are many other artists to be admired: Adami, Afro, Alviani, Angeli, Baj, Calzolari, 

Capogrossi, Castellani, Ceroli, Chia, Colombo, Crippa, Dadamaino, De Maria, Dorazio, Mambor, Manzoni, 

Paladino, Pamiggiani, Pomodoro, Mimmo Rotella, Paolo Scheggi, Mario Schifano, Antoni Tàpies, Joe Tilson, Giulio 

Turcato, Victor Vasarely and Vedova. 

 

The 2018 Libro rosso per la Divina Commedia (Red book for the Divine Comedy) and the 2010 Oristano are two of 

the more recent works in this exhibition, both made by Emilio Isgrò, one of the most world-renowned Italian 

names, whose research stems from several disciplines: poetry, art, theater and literature. Isgrò deserves the credit 

for having created a new language by theorizing the erasure of the word itself, giving texts a new meaning.  

The exhibition, in both galleries, will last throughout 2021. 

 

 

 

Info: 

Tornabuoni Arte  

Lungarno Benvenuto Cellini, 3 – 50125 Florence  

opening hours of the exhibition: from Monday to Friday: 9:00am – 1:00pm / 3:00pm – 7:00pm; Saturday: 9:00am -

1:00pm; free admission 

Tel. 055/6812697 – Fax 055/6812020 – e-mail: info@tornabuoniarte.it - www.tornabuoniarte.it  

 

Press office:  

Davis & Co | Lea Codognato and Caterina Briganti  

Tel. 055/2347273 – e-mail: info@davisandco.it – www.davisandco.it  

 

http://www.tornabuoniarte.it/

