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Press release

From March 25th to May 26th, 2017, TornabuoniArte Contemporary Art will host a solo exhibition of 

Omar Galliani. 

Omar Galliani is unanimously considered a master of “Italian drawing.” On his large size panels 

Galliani uses very refined technique used during the Renaissance, characterized by an accurate 

mark of his pencil. He starts his artwork on a white piece of paper, on a white canvas, or more  

frequently on a light-colored poplar panel, on which he begins tracing with his pencil or charcoal.  

Soon his drawing takes shape revealing an image in the half-light: the skin of a human body, a 

sheet of water, or an object. Once an important exponent of the “Primary Magic”, a movement 

theorized by Flavio Caroli  in  1982, Galliani  reinterprets classicism and the artworks of ancient 

maestros with his own contemporary style. 

This exhibition displays thirty of Galliani's most recent works, in which the sacrality of the matter 
emerges forcefully. His artworks reach the dimensions of altarpieces and represent, decorative or 
symbolic, tangible objects that stand out like stars in the dark graphite evoking infinity. An alphabet 
made of objects of everyday life: shoes, knives, scissors, mirrors; but also roses and pearls that,  
together  with  human  faces,  create  the  “spiritual  family”  of  the  signs.  Galliani  defines  a  new 
visionary and intimate cosmos full of stories to tell. The artworks dedicated to the constellations - 
here  displayed with  Cassiopea 1   (2015)  and  Nella  Costellazione di  Orione  (2015)  –  Galliani 
revokes  a  sort  of  sidereal  mythology,  in  which  the  power  of  the  female  pervades  the  sky, 
conventionally  considered  a  male  territory.  Ancora  nuove  stelle  and  In  ombra  e  in  luce,  both 
finished in 2015, depict devastated face of a woman with her eyes closed in an almost dream-like 
state. Her figure is modulated by a constant contrast between light and dark that shows the artist's 
passion for the Eastern cultures, especially the Chinese one.  

This exhibition also displays some drawings of the most recent series of  Ancora fiori per Alice 
(2016 and 2017), connoted by a poetic and intimate aspect, in which the objects and the flowers 
take on a priority role in a narrative sequence and fluctuate, dragged by the stream of a river. An 
atmosphere almost surreal, that distances itself from  the reality of the represented elements. 



Available  in  the  gallery  is  also  a  catalogue  (Italian  and  English  versions),  published  for  this 
occasion by the series Art Today, with articles written by Eleonora Frattarolo, Mark Gisbourne and 
Omar Galliani. 

Some of the artist's works will also be displayed in “Nero su Nero”, an exhibition curated by Vera 
Agosti  that  will  host  the  works  of  Fontana  and  Kounellis.  “Nero  su  Nero”  is  supported  by 
Fondazione Parchi Monumentali Bardini Peyron of Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze in 
collaboration with Tornabuoni Arte and Fondazione Roberto Capucci (opened from April 14th to July 
9th, 2017). 

Omar Galliani was born in 1954 in Montecchio Emilia, town in which he still lives and works. He 
graduated from the Accademia di Belle Arti in Bologna and now teaches painting at the Accademia 
di Belle art in Brera. He has participated in many solo and group exhibitions in Italy and abroad. 
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