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In April, Tornabuoni Art Paris will present an exhibiton that focuses on the origins of the work of the Italian sculptor Arnaldo 
Pomodoro (b. 1926, Morciano di Romagna). Organized in close collaboration with the Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro, the 
show will highlight the years 1955-1965, a pivotal period in the artist’s career, thanks to exclusive archival materials and new 
to the public artworks.  

Passage de Retz, 9 rue Charlot, 75003 Paris, France  T. + 33 1 53 53 51 51  
info@tornabuoniart.fr  www.tornabuoniart.fr

1/6

La luna il sole la torre, 1955
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The exhibition will document Arnaldo Pomodoro’s early creative development from 1954 onward, a decisive starting point 
of this period being his move to Milan the same year. There, the sculptor begun weaving wefts made of embossed signs, 
creating visual conditions that blurred the line between bi and tri-dimension.

‘To me this was a period of great intellectual exchanges,’ says the artist, ‘with the meeting of Lucio Fontana and the group 
of young Milanese that Enrico Baj and Sergio Dangelo had gathered together in their magazine “Il Gesto”. It was the time 
of Manzoni and Castellani’s “Azimuth” group, of the Germans of the “Zero” group, of Gastone Novelli and Achille Perilli and 
the “Esperienza Moderna”, together with the great generation of architecture and design, such as Gio Ponti and Ettore 
Sottsass’. 

Tornabuoni Art is bringing together for the first time more than 30 of Pomodoro’s most iconic works of the period 1955-
65 in this show: the silver, lead and bronze bas-reliefs, made up of a dense series of rhythmic markings, a track of knots, 
resembling a sort of imaginary archaic writing. This kind of work led Pomodoro to an understanding of the abstract sign as a 
formal unit, and to the creation of the first Colonne del viaggiatore (Voyager’s Column), the Tavole (Tables), and fundamental 
works such as Luogo di mezzanotte (Midnight), Grande tavola della memoria (Large table of memory), and La Macchina del 
tempo (The Time Machine). 

During the 1960s, Pomodoro’s work evolved from the bas-relief to more sculptural, complex and large-scale forms. 
Pomodoro approached three-dimensional form initially by bending and modulating flat surfaces, and then by working on 
the structure of Euclidean solids (cubes, spheres, cylinders, discs, cones, pyramids). Disrupting their pure geometric forms 
and corrupting them from the inside out through corrosions and perforations, the artist reveals a mysterious and complex 
interior. La Ruota (The Wheel), Il Cubo (The Cube) and the first sphere, Sfera n.1 – all included in this exhibition – are thus 
born. The juxtaposition between the polished perfection of the geometric exterior and the chaotic complexity of its interior 
became from this point onwards the artist’s trademark. 

More recent works, realised between the late 1970s and 2010, are also included in this show: for example, the Aste Cielari 
(Sky Shafts), Stele and Continuum series.

A monographic publication, edited by Luca Massimo Barbero, accompanies this exhibition, offering a new interpretation 
of Pomodoro’s work through an in-depth historical and critical investigation of the decade 1955-1965. The volume also 
features rich documentary and archive material and imagery, provided by the Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro.
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An internationally acclaimed master like Arnaldo Pomodoro offers a creative surprise to the contemporary eye 
that goes back to his origins, to the creation of a completely original sculptural universe. The idea behind the 

exhibition is precisely that of an excavation, of a sort of ‘coring’ in time, from 1955 to 1965, in order to look into 
the gestation and development of Pomodoro’s work, to explore the roots of his thought, which has grown to 

encompass a universal and international form. 
Luca Massimo Barbero

«

«
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Arnaldo Pomodoro
(1926, Morciano di Romagna)

Arnaldo Pomodoro was born in Morciano di Romagna in 1926 and settled in Milan in 1954. There he met intellectuals such 
as Alfonso Gatto, Leonardo Sinisgalli, as well as artists such as Lucio Fontana, Bruno Munari, Enrico Baj and many others. 
Together with his brother Gio’ and with Giorgio Perfetti he formed the 3P group and started making his first jewellery, which 
he showed at a number of editions of the Milan Triennale, and his first reliefs. These revealed a highly personal form of 
“script” within the sculpture, and were immediately noted and studied by leading art critics. 

In the early 1960s, he ventured into the three-dimensional, investigating the forms of geometrical solids such as spheres 
and columns: eroding and fracturing the surfaces in an attempt to break the perfect exterior form and reveal the complex 
interior of the artwork. He became a member of the Gruppo Continuità, dedicated to research into abstraction with a strong 
interest in physical materials and graphic signs.

In 1966, he was commissioned to make a sphere, three and a half metres in diameter, for the Expo 67 in Montreal. Now 
in front of the Farnesina in Rome, it marks his shift towards monumental sculpture. This was the first of many of works 
that have since been put up in public places, in Los Angeles, Milan and Città del Vaticano for example, but also in high 
profile public spaces such as the United Nations in New York and the UNESCO headquarters in Paris. He has made many 
environmental works, ranging from the Progetto per il Cimitero di Urbino (Project for the New Cemetery of Urbino) of 1973, 
excavated into a hill in Urbino, which was, however, never built, due to local issues and disagreements, and Moto terreno 
solare (Earth and Solar Motion), a long concrete wall for the Minoa Symposium in Marsala, through to the Sala d’Armi 
(Armory Hall) for the Poldi Pezzoli Museum in Milan, Ingresso nel labirinto (Entering the Labyrinth), dedicated to the epic of 
Gilgamesh, which he completed in 2011, and Carapace (Carapace), a wine cellar in Bevagna made for the Lunelli family 
and opened in June 2012. 

Arnaldo Pomodoro is exhibited worldwide, including Europe, Unites States, Australia and Japan. He received multiple 
awards such as the Sculpture Prizes at the Biennials of São Paulo (1963) and Venice (1964); the Japan Art Association’s 
1990 Imperial Praemium for Sculpture, and the Lifetime Achievement in Contemporary Sculpture Award from San Francisco’s 
International Sculpture Center (2008). In 1992, he received a degree in the humanities honoris causa from Trinity College 
Dublin, and in 2001 an honorary degree in architectural engineering from the University of Ancona.

The artist is still active today and showed the Grande Portale Marco Polo (Marco Polo Gate, 12 meters high and 10 meters 
wide) at the Shanghai Expo in 2010. The same year, he also worked on a new series entitled "Continuum", including a five-
metres long bas-relief composed of 6 bronze panels, which was designed specifically for the Tornabuoni Art retrospective. 
In 2016, to celebrate the artist’s 90 years old, a major solo exhibition was held in several locations in Milan. Thirty sculptures 
were exhibited in the Sala delle Cariatidi of Palazzo Reale, at the Poldi Pezzoli Museum, the Triennale and the Fondazione 
Arnaldo Pomodoro, recounting the path of the sculptor from 1955 to today. In Piazzetta Reale, the sculptural complex 
The Pietrarubbia Group was exhibited for the first time in its entirety. This environmental work was begun in 1975 and was 
completed in 2015. The work is now installed at the new site of Milan-Bicocca University square. 

In 1995 he set up the Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro, with the aim of documenting his work as an artist and, in more 
general terms, to promote contemporary art, with a particular focus on the work of young artists. He lives and works close 
by the Darsena dock at the Porta Ticinese in Milan. 
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For more information on the gallery and its activities, visit www.tornabuoniart.fr.
Follow us on Facebook (@TornabuoniArt), Instagram (@TornabuoniArt), Twitter (@TornabuoniArt) and Pinterest (@TornabuoniArt) with the 
hashtags #ArnaldoPomodoro #ArnaldoPomodoroExhibition #TornabuoniArt.
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ABOUT TORNABUONI ART

Founded in Florence in 1981 by Roberto Casamonti, in the street that gave the gallery its name, Tornabuoni 
opened other exhibition spaces in Crans-Montana in 1993, Milan in 1995, Forte Dei Marmi in 2004, Paris in 2009 
and London in 2015.

Specialising in Post-War Italian art, the gallery presents the work of artists such as Fontana, Burri, Castellani, 
Bonalumi, Boetti, Scheggi and Manzoni. Tornabuoni Art also has a permanent collection of significant works by 
major twentieth-century Italian artists, such as de Chirico, Morandi, Balla and Severini, as well as international avant-
garde masters, such as Picasso, Mirò, Kandinsky, Hartung, Poliakoff, Dubuffet, Lam, Matta, Christo, Wesselmann, 
Warhol and Basquiat. Complementing its focus on Italian art, the Tornabuoni Art collection also features the work 
of young contemporary artists, such as the Italian artist Francesca Pasquali and the Italy-based Armenian artist 
Mikayel Ohanjanyan, who, along with the Armenian pavilion, won the Golden Lion at the 2015 Venice Biennale.

Tornabuoni Art participates in major international art fairs such as the FIAC in Paris, TEFAF in Maastricht and New 
York, Art Basel, Art Basel Miami, Art Basel Hong Kong, Miart in Milan, Frieze Masters in London, Artgeneve in 
Geneva and Artmonte-carlo in Monaco. 

The gallery also works closely with museums, artists’ estates and institutions, for example with the Fondazione 
Burri Collezione Palazzo Albizzini and the Giorgio Cini Foundation in Venice on a retrospective of the work of 
Alberto Burri, timed to coincide with the opening of the Venice Biennale 2019. Tornabuoni Art’s experience and 
knowledge of the work of the artists it represents, has also enabled the gallery to establish itself as an advisor for 
both private and public collections.
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Image :
- Arnaldo Pomodoro, La luna il sole la torre, 1955, silver and plastered and coated burlap, 40,5 x 50 cm. (15,94 x 19,68 inch.) Photo: Dario 
Tettamanzi
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L’incontro, 1956,
silver and cement, 

40 x 24 cm. (15,74 x 9,44 inch.)
Photo:  Dario Tettamanzi

Tavola dell’agrimensore, 1958, I, 1958,
bronze, 

78 x 58 cm. (30,70 x 22,83 inch.) 
Photo: Dario Tettamanzi

La luna il sole la torre, 1955,
silver and plastered and coated burlap, 

40,5 x 50 cm. (15,94 x 19,68 inch.)
Photo: Dario Tettamanzi

Arnaldo Pomodoro with La ruota, Milan, 1961,
Photo: Mario Dondero

Grande tavola della memoria, 1959-65,
lead, bronze, wood and tin, 

225 × 325 × 60 cm. (88,58 x 127,95 x 23,62 inch.)
Photo: Giorgio Boschetti

La Colonna del viaggiatore, 1960, I, 1960,
bronze, 

300 x 120 cm. (118,11 x 47,24 x 11,02 inch.)
Photo: Dario Tettamanzi
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Arnaldo Pomodoro in Paris, 1957 
© Archivio Arnaldo Pomodoro 

Bassorilievo, 1960,
bronze, 

97 x 32 cm. (38,18 x 12,59 inch.)
Photo: Dario Tettamanzi

Arnaldo Pomodoro, 2014 
Photo: Veronica Gaido

Sfera n.1, 1963,
bronze, 

ø 120 cm. ( ø 47,24 inch.)
Photo: Aurelio Barbareschi

Il Cubo, 1961-62,
bronze, 

59 × 109 × 109 cm. (23,22 x 42,91 x 42,91 inch.)
Photo: Aurelio Barbareschi
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