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PIERO DORAZIO

True to its commitment to organize museum-quality exhibitions, Tornabuoni Art will celebrate the return of Piero Dorazio (1927-
2005) whose last retrospectives took place at the Musée de Grenoble in 1990 and at the Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de 
Paris in 1979.

From April 6th to June 25th 2016, Tornabuoni Art will present a comprehensive overview of the works of the last great painter of 
the 20th century and one of the fathers of abstraction. The exhibition will be curated by Serge Lemoine (distinguished professor 
at the Université Paris IV-Sorbonne, then Director of the Musée d’Orsay).
In fact, while the other Italian avant-garde artists abandoned painting, while Burri burned, Fontana slashed, Boetti embroi-
dered, Piero Dorazio renewed the art of painting.
Steeped in the culture of the School of Paris and influenced by major artists of the New York School such as Willem de Koon-
ing, Franz Kline and Barbett Newman with whom he became friends during his stay in New York in 1953-54, Piero Dorazio 
introduced large formats and experimented with all the chromatic potential of oil painting.

Piero Dorazio was a painter but also an art critic – he was the official critic for the most important Italian Newspaper, Il Corriere 

della Sera. A curator, lecturer and professor, he was also one of the greatest Italian intellectuals of the second half of the 20th 
century. He is an essential artist going against the tide of the avant-garde of his time, who questions the place of painting and 
the evolution of abstraction.

Piero Dorazio is a painter of colour and light, whose movement he was also attempting to convey. He resorted to uniform 
repetitions of coloured grids placed and overlaid at regular intervals. The structure of the work is created through this colourful 
web, more or less thin, broad or tight. This retrospective organised by Tornabuoni Art will also gather his iconic “Luminous 
textures”, including the pieces A.19 (1959) and Dal bianco al nero (1960) – shown at the Venice Biennale in 1960 – two of the 
most representative paintings of that series.

Abstract and international, Piero Dorazio was quickly recognized by the art world, not only in his own country  but also through-
out Europe and even in the United States where he lived and took an active part in the New York artistic scene. 
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Wednesday 6th April - Saturday 26th June 2016

Opening : Tuesday 5th April 2016 
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Artwork : Piero Dorazio, Nelle ore III, 1975, oil on canvas, cm 100 x 200 / in 39.4 x 78.7, Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

For more information on the history of the gallery and its activity, please visit www.tornabuoniart.fr.
Follow us on Twitter (@Tornabuoniart), Facebook (@TornabuoniArt), Instagram (@TornabuoniArt) via the hashtags #RomaPOP 
#TornabuoniArt.
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About the gallery

Tornabuoni Arte was founded in Florence in 1981 by Roberto Casamonti and is specialized in Italian art of the second half of 
the 20th Century. It established exhibition spaces in Milan in 1995, Portofino in 2001, Forte Dei Marmi in 2004, Paris in October 
2009 and London in 2015.

Tornabuoni Art in Paris presents the work of Fontana, Castellani, Manzoni, Dorazio, Bonalumi, Dadamaino and Boetti 
together with the major protagonists of the Italian Novecento such as De Chirico, Morandi, Balla, Severeni and Sironi. The 
gallery also proposes works of essential artists of the 20th Century such as Picasso, Mirò, Kandinsky, Hartung, Poliakoff, 
Dubuffet, Lam, Matta, Christo, Wesselmann, Warhol and Basquiat.

Since inaugurating its Parisian space in 2009 with an exhibition dedicated to Lucio Fontana, Tornabuoni Art has organized 
numerous monographic exhibitions, always in close consultation with the artists or the foundations that represent them.

The gallery has shown the works of Alighiero Boetti (2010), Arnaldo Pomodoro (2011), Enrico Castellani (2011), Mimmo 
Rotella (2012), Giuseppe Capogrossi (2013), Dadamaino (2013), the exceptional exhibition «Lucio Fontana, rediscovery of 
a masterpiece» in parallel with the retrospective at the Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris and more recently the first 
retrospective in France of Turi Simeti (2014), a retrospective of Alberto Biasi (2015), a solo show dedicated to Giuseppe 
Chiari (2015) and a retrospective of Paolo Scheggi (2015).

Besides these solo shows, the gallery also presents group shows such as « The Monochrome Under Pressure » (2012), « Bian-
co Italia » (2013), « Between Sign and Writing: a path through Italian art » (2014), « Ceci n’est pas une idée » (2015) or «Roma 
Pop» (2016) brought together by different curators who are given carte blanche, each show offering a unique approach to the 
gallery’s collection. The gallery has added a touch of contemporary art to the family tradition and love for Italian art, in particular 
with the artist Francesca Pasquali.

In October 2015, the gallery opened a new exhibition space on 46 Albemarle Street in London’s Mayfair, an important meeting 
point for the European and American art market, with an exhibition dedicated to Lucio Fontana.
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About the artist 
Piero Dorazio was born in 1927 in Rome. He is a co-founder of the Froma 1 Group with Achille Perilli, Carla Accardi, Antonio 
Sanfilippo and Alferio Maugeri, and co-author of the manifesto Forma 1 that confirmed his commitment to abstract Art and 
guided his work.
He is a member of the Fondazione Origine movement (along with Alberto Burri and Giuseppe Capogrossi) that was in contact 
with American artists such as Cy Twombly and Robert Rauschenberg.

He exhibited in Rome in 1946 and in 1948, with Achille Perilli and Guerrini Mino, he opened a bookshop gallery, L’Âge d’or, 
dedicated to abstraction. L’Âge d’or quickly became the meeting place of all the international artists passing through the Italian 
capital, such as Mark Rothko, Rufino Tamayo, Friedrich Hundertwasser, Libero Tancredi, Jean Dewasne, Roberto Matta, Léon 
Degand and Günther Franke.

In 1953 and 1954, Dorazio went to the United States. He befriended Willem de Kooning, Franz Kline, Barnett Newman and 
other New York artists, such as art critic Clement Greenberg, and later Kenneth Noland. Between 1956 and 1957, he pre-
sented his first solo exhibition in Rome at the famous La Tartaruga gallery and participated at the Venice Biennale, to which he 
was invited back in 1960, 1966 and 1988.

Dorazio found his style in 1957-1958, focusing on the light and its sheen expressed through the use of colours, their juxtapo-
sition and overlapping, a way for him to honour Giacomo Balla and his art of divisionism.

In 1960 he received the prize of the Venice Biennale and thereafter often traveled to the United States, where he became pro-
fessor at the University of Pennsylvania. His works are exhibited in several major US and European museums.
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Photos disponibles pour la presse

Piero Dorazio, Nelle ore III, 1975
Oil on canvas
cm 100 x 200 / in 39.4 x 78.7
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, Échange d’ailes, 1965
Oil on canvas
cm 90 x 130 / in 35.4 x 51.8
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, Ideal II°, 1968
Oil on canvas
cm 150 x 170 / in 59 x 66.9
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art 

Piero Dorazio, Trama aperta I°, 1965
Oil on canvas
cm 40x50 / in 15.7 x 19.7
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art
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Piero Dorazio, Chiaroscuri, 1972
Oil on canvas
cm 90 x 130 / in 90 x 130
Collection privée, courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, O.E., 1964
Oil on canvas
cm 73 × 92 / in 28.7 x 36.2
Collection privée, courtesy Tornabuoni Art



Piero Dorazio, Lungo e alterno, 1965 
Oil on canvas
cm 85 x 245 / in 33.5 x 96.5
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, Untitled, 1963 
Oil on canvas
cm 115 x 52 / in 45.3 x 20.5
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, Damocle, 1968 
Oil on canvas
cm 260 x 125 / in 102.4 x 49.2
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Piero Dorazio, Pandora, 1967
Oil on canvas
cm 180 x 140 / in 70.9 x 55.1
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art 

Piero Dorazio, A.19, 1959 
Oil on canvas
cm 66 x 45 / in 26 x 17.7 
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art
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